1927 6 1/2L Harrison Bodied Bentley
Chassis # BX 2411 Engine # BX2410
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David Ayre Cars managed the restoration of the car, and I would like to thank Jack, Alan and Roger for all
their hard work.

Also heavily involved were:

R.C. Moss - Graham was always there at critical times and helped us get a lot of the details right by providing
some mmportant parts and so much personal knowledge and input. The rexine roof and trunk, and of course
the fabulous interior is also all Grahams work.

William Medcalf - for various parts, but in particular for finding the Harrison body itself in the first place!

Robert Dean - for the wood work repair and rebuild of the body and for making the very complicated trunk.

Gary Fowler - for the metal repairs to the body and for making the wings and running boards.
Sean Watson - body preparation and paintwork.

But most of all I want to say a huge thank you to David Ayre himself. He has always been so passionate about
the project and he and [ have shared the same vision for it all along. Without his incredible experience, skill
and eye for detail, this project would not have been possible. It is a reality that the vision for this car started
with Davids ideas and drawings. He has remained patient, supportive and focused throughout the project

and encouraged me to get involved.

What we have now is not just the restoration of a car, we have a car that David Ayre has put back together
from scratch with the care and attention to detail that few (if any) are able to do. He is unquestionably an
expert in his field and few others would have the confidence or the ability to deliver this project in the way

it has been completed.

photography

Fiona Pracht

Tel; +44 7885 699180
Email; fiona@akomos.com
www.akomaos.com
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W.0. & Bentley Motors

The youngest of 9 children Walter Owen Bentley was not the
most studious of school pupils, his only recognised talent at
school was in cricket. He left school at 16 when he began an
apprenticeship at the Great Northern Railway works in
Doncaster. His father had paid £75 for him to enroll as an
apprentice. He earned 5 shillings (25p) per week. His final
year as an apprentice was his happiest when he was working
on the footplate of steam engines travelling between the
North and Kings Cross.

W.O was the first in his family to own any type of motorised
vehicle. His Quadrant was regularly taken to Doncaster by
train. He would use it up there until one Saturday he decided
to ride back to Kings Cross on it.

Two of his brothers soon owned vehicles as well; one had
another Quadrant and the other had a Triumph. W.O
considered the Triumph to be the superior of the three. A.W.

decided to take the Triumph from Lands End to John O Groats.

Although he was the least mechanically minded of the three
brothers he broke the record for the journey with ease. The
following year A.W and, the other brother, H.M took the
record again with a motorcycle and sidecar,

The London to Edinburgh trial was the next challenge, A.W
persuaded W.O to enter. The event was competed by works

teams and professional drivers. A.W finished with his Triumph

winning a Gold medal. W.O had issues when he had a
puncture near Morpeth, he was helped by an event enthusiast,
he had more issues with a fractured contact breaker wire just
outside of Edinburgh.

With only seconds to spare he managed to finish, also with
a Gold medal. Maybe this adrenaline was what gave him
the taste for racing.

W.0O started to tune and modify the engines for more speed and

better cornering performance.

In 1909 he was accepted as an entrant to The Isle of Man Tourist
Trophy. He was not successful in his first attempt as he skidded

on a wet patch and crashed on the first corner. The following
year, on an Indian motorcycle, he retired with shredded tyres
after two laps but he was beating some of the best riders up the
Snaefell Hill Climb.

During 1913 W.O and H.M went into business importing a
French car made by Doriet, Flandrin et Parent (the D.F.P).
The story goes that whilst he was in the company offices W.O
noticed a salesman make a gift of a piston made of aluminium.

Aluminium was considered unsuitable for use in an engine due
to the high temperatures and the weakness of the metal.

W.0. had a flash of genius realising if he could make an alloy
that was strong enough not to melt or distort at the high
temperatures the pistons could be significantly lighter.

Working on this project at a foundry owned by D.F.P he soon
found that a mix of 88% aluminium and 12% copper was the
solution. It dissipated the heat better and was lighter. Soon he

was fitting his new pistons in his own competition vehicles and

destroying even the strongest competitor.
Nobody knew why and he did not let anybody into his secret.

At the outbreak of war W.O offered his services to
Commander Wilfred Briggs RN who was responsible for
building up the engineering department of the Royal Naval
Air Services,

Patriotically W.O shared his secret with the RN and began
liasing with several motor manufacturers. He persuaded them
to build aero engines for the RNAS using his aluminium
pistons.

As a trouble shooter W.O. discovered first hand from pilots
and ground-crew that one type of engine was causing much
alarm. After only 15 hours in service it would break up and
need a major overhaul. The engine was the French Clerget,
made under license in Chiswick. The engine was an air-cooled
rotary design. W.O identified the overheating and distortion /
seizure issues.

During 1916 W.O. worked at Humbers in Coventry to develop
an entirely new rotary engine of his own design. After a few
false starts his design became the most powerful and reliable
rotary engine to date, it was the engine mounted into the naval
version of the Sopwith Camel. The engine was originally
named “The Admiralty 17, later changed to “The Bentley
Rotary 17, shortened to BR1.

The BR2 was even more powerful at 200hp, it was fitted into
the Camel’s successor, the Sopwith Snipe. After the war ended
the military contracts ended. Of the 7300 BR2’s ordered 3700
were delivered. With the end of the war W.O left the services
as a Captain in the RAF. For all his services he received
£8.000 and an M.B .E.

W.O and his brother H.M Bentley founded Bentley Motors
Limited in August of 1919, Frank Burgess (formerly of
Humber) and Harry Varley (formerly of Vauxhall Motors)

joined them in designing a high quality sporting tourer whilst

Clive Gallop, a former Royal Flying Corps officer, also joined
to create an engine ghat featured four valves in each cylinder.

Bentley attended the London Motor Show to display his car
chassis complete with a dummy engine.

In a 2001 article in Motorsport magazine, written by Bill
Boddy, stated that one of the Isle Of Man Tourist Trophy
racing Humbers was taken to Bentley Motors for the chassis
to be replicated as the original 3 Litre chassis.



The original date for delivery was set for June of 1920, but the
development ended up taking longer than they planned, so that
release date moved to September of the following year. Their

initial quality received rave accolades as people found they
were more durable and reliable than other brands of the time.

A rather sceptical W.O. was persuaded to attend the inaugural
Le Mans race in 1923, “I think the whole thing’s crazy,” W.O.
declared. “Nobody will finish. Cars aren’t designed to stand
that sort of strain for 24 hours.” W.O watched John Duff and
Frank Clement’s private entry Bentley take fourth place as
well as set a new lap record. A Bentley 3 Litre also won at Le
Mans in 1924,

Without racing, Bentley may never have existed at all. W.O.
Bentley was more than just an engineer; he was also a
passionate competitor — a man who believed unquestionably
in the importance of car racing to his success. As he said
himself: “The racing policy was part of the very foundations
of Bentley Motors, for the two vital purposes of testing and
publicising our cars.”

Ettore Bugatti is said to have commented that W.O. made:
“the fastest lorries in the world."

Bentley Motors Limited was often underfunded. After their
Le Mans victory in 1924, Captain Woolf Barnato purchased
the business’s assets in 1926 and became chairman.

Barnato was part of a group of UK automobile enthusiasts

known as The Bentley Boys. This also included George Duller,

a steeplechaser, Glen Kidston, an aviator, S.C.H. “Sammy”
Davis an automotive journalist, Dudley Benjafield, and Sir
Henry “Tim™ Birkin.

Most of these men were wealthy and fond of Bentley vehicles.

Barnato’s intervention saved the workforce and the company.
With their new financial backing, W.O. was able to concentrate
on production of a new generation of vehicles.

W.O. continued his design work as Barnato’s employee.
Subsequent Bentley models won Le Mans in 1927, 1928 it
was a 4Y% Litre, another win in 1929, and in 1930 two 6% litre
Speed 6 cars took first and second places. The 1928 racing
version of the six-cylinder model the Speed Six proved to be
the most successful Bentley in competition.

As the engines grew larger and more sophisticated, W.0O. and
the Bentley Boys honed their skills — from the driving itself
right down to their pit procedures. They became an unbeatable
team. Even with growing international fame, Brooklands was
crucial to the company’s success.

In 1929, Bentley won the Brooklands 500 and in 1930, the
prestigious Double Twelve — an endurance race spanning two
gruelling 12-hour legs. The association would continue well
into the late 1930s. In March 1932, Tim Birkin recorded a
Brooklands lap record of 137.96 mph in his single-seater
Bentley Blower.

Although the circuit prohibited female racing drivers until 1928,
Margaret Allan competed there and won in a Bentley
during the mid-1930s.

W.O. did not approve of the development of a supercharged,
“Blower™ version of the 1927 44 Litre. The Blower was the
brainchild of Tim Birkin, Barnato allowed the car to be produced
in purpose-built workshops in Welwyn Garden City, away from
W.O. Bentley’s line of expensive automobiles which didn’t do
well through the 1929 Crash of Wall Street and Great Depression.

The 8-litre which was launched as a grand car for the ultra-rich

in October 1930 (Bugatti sold only three of his equivalent model,
the Royale), and its newly introduced smaller 4-litre sibling were
unable to turn the company’s finances around. Although Barnato
continued racing Bentleys with distinction, and the company sold
a hundred of its 8 Litre model, the Great Depression took its toll.

Two separate mortgage payments had been scheduled for payment
in 1931 but Barnato’s money had begun to dwindle away.

The mortgages could not be paid and Bentley Motors Limited
went into voluntary liquidation.

At first, Napier decided to purchase Bentley, but the British Central
Equitable Trust ended up with the top sealed bid of about $160,000.
The Trust turned out to be a cover for Rolls-Royce Limited. In fact,
Bentley didn’t even know whom the purchaser truly was until after
they completed the deal.

The eight-litre engine had become so successful that Rolls-Royce
had decided to buy Bentley in order to keep them from competing
against the Phantom II.

Rolls-Royce formed a new subsidiary, Bentley Motors Ltd. They
also acquired the Kingsbury service station, Cork Street
showrooms, the Cricklewood complex, as well as W.O. Bentley's
services. Bentley then failed to register the trademark, so Rolls-
Royce stepped in.

In 1932, they sold nI‘Ia the company’s Cricklewood factory. For two
years, production ceased until they began operations again in Derby,
at a Rolls-Royce factory.

As soon as Bentley’s contract expired in 1935, he left the company
and joined Lagonda.
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THE SIX-CYLINDER
6: LITRE BENTLEY

THE Company has experienced o very great demand for a chassis which
will tetke the heavy and luxurions type of closed body and carry it in silence
with a great degree of flexibility on wp gear, and will prove veally fast when
it 8 a question of maintaining a high average speed for long distances,

(g After mumerous experiments, a six-cylinder engine of 6597 c.c. was ultimately
&r&!ﬂl upon ag providing ample reserve of porer and the requisite speed.  In
thase special features of the Company's four-cylinder engine which
successful have been incorporated, and the result is a car which
less aitention and is cheaper to maintant than any other large high-
car in the marlw: tosday,  Those many discriminating motorists

i bee led to the Bentley as the leader in advanced points of
d&ﬁﬂ ly beneficial to the motoring public, will not be
fkfr patented wethod of operating the overhead

ing upon this feature, " The Observer " in June, 1925,
s m&ilwernlx bulm would like o manufucture

standard car engines with overhead comshaft dviven overhead valves if there
teas wo need 1o comswler marketing cars at o praces, amd 1f there conld be
devised such o valve gear which rould be havdy, not noisy, nor in need of
comtstant checking for adfustment.  For sundvy vechnical reasons, which need
it be dielt upom on the present occasiom, certainly the ultimate type of
otethead valve engine will be driven by an overhead comshaft.  Suffice it
that alveady wmore than one firm has failed in the attempt 1 standardize such
a gear”  The Compiny has succeeded i producing a nolseless and perfect
gear of this type, und further, vio effort has been spaved to phace o the market
a car that is also in other respects the lust word in design, is silont, admivably
spriong, has extraordingry acceleration, with a high maximuwm speed, and yet
is wonderfully flexible on top gewr,  In addition, edch chassis carrvies o
Jive-year guarantee,

When liu Three Litre Bentley was first produced, * The Times " referred
o it as " the finest specimen of British post-war design,” o statement
which remained wnchallenged until the 'day of the introduction of the
Six-cylinder Bentley.

On the following pages the thoroughbred features of the chassis are discussed
in detail.

OUTSTANDING FEATURES
FOUR VALVES IN EACH CYLINDER
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{ it a nomble feature of advanced Bentley design
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_ be valves in the Bentley will ot
reqquire attention till the car hus done about 20,000 mules.
Decarbonisation i not necessiry under that mileage.
OVERHEAD CAMSHAFT DRIVE
“Thie method of driving tlw ovnlwm.l camshalt i an
wmﬁl‘u fdnml design, and has been the subject of
three years,  Convention has been dis:
and the normil tridn of gears discarded in favour of theee coupling rods,  From the
 hielical pinion drives a second pinion mounted on o thrse throw crankslaft of which
k| :hm * the wml;ag.ni: of a small qu’l‘mm gmr end of
a ree-throw cranl I, abo provided w tm:bd,gfn and
ure each coupled together by o pair of steel rod ﬂmmﬂm the
evenly to th: ft at hall eny rw speed. Allowance
m the camshiaft und the crankshalt centres, to permit the
w tln:ﬁy and to a1luw for the expansion of tf etiging
¥ arr upper bearing for wc]lul tiw it
-pmpw hlniml:cmchuthu 11 thie bearing on the fe
tywo springs b IJIG amount by whkh the n':'hul twi

i, tﬂmin(cdn‘ve
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THE ENGINE E: dlinders  closed coachwork, being of im:  through which they can be loaded
:au in e block gﬂ«: mense strength, The bracing of by means of an oil win,  After the

(-u c rapanw the frame is complete in tsell and Kauu has been ubricated it can
7.1 hp,  does not rely oh the engine or gear  be run for three months of normal
wo inlet h?x s Hich. i-elkiptic nmm;- mileage without further lubrica-

and fuel economy.  The importunce of these point, in
i éngine of 11Imu|\ slvould wt be under m,&" Dl e n csdj o :inrwrmmld; A: for  tion, apart  from  the engine
ypvition 1l another Renthey provision for reliability, Tane an poddies on the 120t or  requirements
In the event of i conti ope by ‘a wull‘ fnrl’mcd wheelhase, (B} for  DYNAMO. Thedynamo is bofted
ent of 40 dgaition (aylt the engine will toatinue overhead camshalt and rockers, w the 12:0t. wheel:  to the aluminium .L-h-b.unl. and
running in oil.  Bath crankshalt ot the 10-ft. wheel: 15 driven from the rear end of the

camshaft through a short shalk
By worm and sec:  with two flexible disc joints.  The
ueed  dymamn puns at camshalt speed

box, and  SILENCER. A wvery apecial

v ball Taces  silencer, designed for this
18 fitted combsnied with a

ite well on one magneta, and with one set of
plugs. A separate switeh is Fm\m!nl lor each magneto,
i order that each st of plugs may be test

magnetos are driven at each end of a crossabaft, driven
from the camshalt and fitted with & damping device.

and camahalt carnied in eight
bearings, the former having o
damper at the forward end, Special
aluminiim BHD,  sient iy
ix'lwm. Clooling

GLUTCH lb‘(m cnnlmllrj\.llln N LA e ’
e ¢ thermoatat, and by fan N is made of "H" [1 wating £
wit hf\lLlcmu:Ln‘l‘n‘:llnm i "[”ﬁ;wmul e nlmf’ by two  magnetos jsh Dol west, Tl
at gear changing i an extoemely Broutiued variabie advaee. e strength t with:  FUEL l‘i‘l‘l.Y
eation by pressure to main bearin stanel ‘the torgue reaction of the |0 gl At
and big ends, splash to pistons and  front brake the hil h.-u.

simple matter,  The clutch fork has a beam r\flu'l\:r. and
utch collar, ¥
wdgenti pins,  Pressure feed from  BRAKES. Al brakes are of the  pemainder after about 17 ga

two small Bnks give a stradght poh at the
main supply to hollow crankshalt  intermal exy nJrl 2 Ly 3 have Iwn weed,  Fuel ||:r|!
i A

withdraw

which in turn operates the multiplying levers,
g the presser plates from the L!\n. faced diven plae.
rrfhhh\[:lllxre 0 1 ll!lrllrﬂj t]nl:m b bears an equal amount £ (INOUsIN ']!“‘l'g:"‘:'\‘]il‘ 1 ‘]'\’ “""‘l'-ir" hear 2 "r| |"‘: ol lrlclu rhk\r J!\ ey e
[ The ! LMo % amd valve mekers a o setd ol 1 et bemined
Bt e s SRS oy A £0075 ‘ R o e e sl e
ik she cleeh slips. The duralumin 1 bolted to a star-shaped | \ SRS | G #‘if{n(?ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂér e, eporaied by the pela], dri CHASSIS PRICES
:_‘i\:r; Wﬂtr:fl] 1\‘t|wc---v wlu-er-Ihn. discs, the pII‘u«I el being \.ﬂmJ 'L" the .Inji,.h shaft Bvesiet  water-fickete . one wing not, readily accessibl e Deursdre ysos ..,nII \I;,I;umn
% poweriul'cod Bprngs losd the i 5 ning spigot ball rac c : 2 ] A bt Ml 4 5 3 monll & danland fitting
and should any ol escape histch it is "..'.*;1."“.'.[ T;u‘uukul-. Tu:i ::..:.::,I:ﬂrl:.‘;:rﬂf' OUTSTANDING FEATURES { Continued ) t.-lirllhr i 't1| to the nearest l:llm;: l;(,mtl Before the [‘]\'l!ll] filler cap can be removed, it is 2‘:;."::',‘,’,5;';“] “*.‘, AT T e nl i!;t.,rk: m,lgm, |VLL':I“(IIIJ¢I'"‘_:'UHI i
IMLITY automatically necessary to return the tap to its normal position canttolled from the seering wheel, and lever opprates scpara ke
HE DYN SLUTOH.  Siogle plate type, six (thoes acuni only on 1
e fleniblicy of the Sivcindee Deney a0 remarkable | THERMOSTAT. THE DYNAMO, GLUTCH. _Sinule plate | 4
i o s | el |,'5| 'Ilr:':lrl!rl'l\lﬂ Jllll 'ut:-;r|:|t:f:|:-|f<‘\'|r“:!r:“;lllu:: Tthllem‘Dl whieh s fired in'the waker \"_"l_mug sysllln between the engine 4 ) This 18 driven direct from the back end of the camshatt, and torns at half rnrlm: speed. It b::l e !N!'xul:m]:l;:lnlymL'S‘ﬂ-ﬂ{'d "\N"W‘N JOINTS are
road from Brig can be chmbed absolutely iy deail Sow o1 £6. gedr. the mh,m,. o A valve o | by a bellows ok & olitile 1 of the u!;‘m speced type and tends to abworh torsional escillatons of the camshale owing to Compensted withdrawal mechan:  ample progostions,  The  dua
Th”'}r“”‘ “an <.,,j,jm|\ be opened: flly; Soacoth: and progremivly, il o top gear, the o of water temy Until the water lus arvairbel hi. ke tesess : the fact that, when in operation, it is under electrical load, :m llllnm:tlr{ﬂ\l & Tuibri an[. A Far::l'a ;-ml “\Iull‘ulull‘u:\.g:(tlﬁl s
i I“;L‘ on the Wil to over sisty mikes an hour. 16 can be driven I‘I‘MI“EI in traflic for engine efficiency the valve remains closed and the water cannot pass into the radiator, but SPRINGING. “":'m:‘:":. el At e B g L R e e oy
:'lv-\“r: i I\h ing | pice, thg the ease und certinty with which the driver can take instant circulates round the cylinders and through the pump. When the correct emperat 1 Long semi-elliptic springs are emplayed throughout, but when the car is loaded they have U'eM BON. - Mounted by three. Wit o1l which sipplies the fear  Lympa i blac nmd‘ Akadss
dvantage of an opening without changing gear, are very delightful the \r;dvc n'pelll :ml the water is allowed to circulate through the rdiator in the ? i very little camber.  Gaiters are fitted a8 standard, and four shock absarbers are also supplied. puun uupmunn Four forwanl  univerml joines, l||ruwt|:||.h|rgc and dfscharge. Oi
FOUR-WHEEL BRAKES falls below the desired point, either when the car 1 running I;" order to ensure ]I‘(‘r[c.:urm in springing, three types, as follows, are availible, and purchasers rﬁ".:lr.f i g _Ii,lh'gﬁlli:"-tﬂlﬁ‘llﬂwhﬁl' I;H;\SCSE‘-‘:. gn;w; o “J!::; l[::dlhv“‘ncr"-
: n N ree grea 4 ding i, gaLgen,
P The Bertley of ovir-wheel brakes s extremely simple ind ha Fid ot light dwnl hl.ll mh‘:m stationiry wnhot‘hrh:lwu: L:lnnpcd the thermostatic valve closes ! vl : (I..«I\ :ulm‘ mstructions on_this point are given when ardering : Type A for af'm", S mm"m R T T ied B the etk c Gaiter o
e '"H\‘“l"'ﬂrlknml compensating device has made it possible ln employ 4 single adjustment automatically, and ¢ fator is cot out of the airculating system. large sodies on the 12 (. or 12 ft 6 in. wheelhase, type B for lighter open bodies on the bearings, wnd . the pie cirrinl  water pump apd two on the ap diond battery.
o tike up wear of all four brakes. Thrakes on four wheels, smooth i action, and fully com- m]bfﬂ LUBR[GHTlUN SYSTEM. 12 Tt wheelbase, type C suitable for the 11t wheelbise. on an extensin of the bax, dynamo. Al other parts are pro. s:alu.hr_.l mnr\lmnn; have black
F‘"‘I"""’h'“"‘"""lﬂ“-“h‘ the tisk of skidding Wit a lurger and consequently heavier ear A WAL 1 | An umwnlly la y of oil is carried, and a very carcfully designed pressure feed . STEERING EA:L#;} 5 ?mﬂ:u&:\gg vided with Tecalemnit connections, — dials with white figures
:dh[‘r:;l:\rr 3{';"" ey !""‘J o e b ive heakes  The loty centre y 18 he g gear runs in oil, and at any moment when the engine This is another remarkable feature of the Six-cylinder Dentley.  To ensure that the steering torsional feaction of the axle and GHASSIS - DIMENSIONS
i hd correct wright distribution of chasis, render high speeds g there is as much s thm-qmmre of a gallon in circulition in this part alone. This oil, shall be extremely lght with low pressure tyres and free from road shocks, wobble, ete., is lhc Imwlﬂnu thrust to the  Nunber of eylinders <
u‘} by the road |mmrmx num'm

tracks,
attxinable with o Jmf-»u while the powserful four: wheel brakes give the necessary margin of safety.

i to lubricating the mechanism, tends to keep it cool and reduces wear.  The oil 1 dificult matter, but two years of experimentd| work have resulted n the s mg]_nf the Six: y the o fo ”{;“‘é‘l::‘l‘? AN gt o min
ting g . . . . . . M .

before it is pumped inta the engine, and again after it has passed through, cylinder Bentley being so light that it definitely has to be tried to be believed.  The wheel is .Y ol
P | 13 i, in diameter, and has a thin rim, while the column can be supplied mked in one of three ;Ew pfakn lyf\rh:m! fe L||'JJ; J,
“r of

IBRICATION,
m that require oiling nre rovided with Tecalemit connections through | positions, A being the highest and C the lowest, with intermediate position, ”‘m Jlli\. ‘W e |
J h ld.g ! A 106, e clo
mwf:'dﬁ':: ap (2. Body -vm from dath to back uu,.f;‘ﬂ:?:“

yoeans of & gun, Al shafts, such as steering arm, track rod, clurch RELIABILITY AND GUARANTEE

w and are !ilmﬂul\r loaded.  When a chassis leaves the Bcutl\. In the comparatively short time that Bentley cars have been available to the public they
lrx i period of three months of normal running, except inr have obtiined international fame for their reliability,  All the special {L.llurcs in the {" hree Litre for ouri Wheeltrack il
jyhich s a great boon o awnerdrivers and chaufeis. There design, which have been responsible for this reputation, have been incorporated in the i iebns WA of fane :: bt oL T G 1)
| ted on the water pump, and two on the dynamo. Six-cylinder model, and the usual Bentley five-year guarantee will apply. he Compan; At w! n1 wilt r‘li PRy, E
| # conbident. that: this new model will waorthily uphold the name which is now associated wit | ]?lh . AT !n :e e I m. ar Iﬂ 3
BT [

fuel. The supply stops when about 17 gallons have been all thae 15 best in automobile manufacture,
uated on the tnk filler the mmnderbﬁ?amwaﬂzhl: o




Chassio BX 2411

BX 2411 was built as a 12 ft 6 inch chassis with a BS type
gearbox and a 6 cylinder, 6 4 litre engine; numbered BX 2410.
The chassis was completed with an Offord and Sons and R.
Harrison Landaulette body with a weight of over 2 tonnes.

The completed vehicle was supplied to Jack Withers and Co.
at 44 Osnaburgh Street, London, NW1.The vehicle was
registered YF 2186, a Greater London registration mark. BX
2411 was sold to Mrs. Henry Bull with the standard 5 year
guarantee valid from 1st February 1927 running through to
5th April 1932.

Mrs. Bull was noted as residing at Queen Annes Mansions,
Westminster, SW1. Major. P. C. Bull of the same address
owned 5 Bentleys between 1926 and 1936.

Queen Anne’s Mansions was a block of flats in Petty France,
Westminster, London. The site between St. James’s Park and
St. James’ Park station was acquired by Henry Alers Hankey

in 1873. Hankey designed and employed his own labour to erect
the first stage of the block. At twelve stories (later increased to
fourteen) it was the loftiest residential building in Britain.

Hankey extended the flats in 1874 and 1877 to the south and
west. Queen Victoria was one of many who objected to the
height of the block as she could no longer view the Houses of
2arliament from Buckingham Palace.

Existing legislation did not explicitly prohibit building over 100
feet in height, and thus the authorities could not stop Hankey.
However, the London Building Act passed in 1894, and its
80-ft height limit, was a direct result of “Hankey’s Mansions™.

No difficulty was found in letting the flats at high rents to tenants
of the ‘highest respectability’. Rooms, suites and expansive
corner units were available as well as whole floors containing six
rooms. The building was considered pioneering with hydraulic
passenger lifts and fire control that was provided by 98 hydrants,
supplied from tanks storing 70,000 gallons on the roofs.

During the Second World War, the entire building was
requisitioned as Government offices. Queen Anne’s Mansions
was home to the Medical Department of the Royal Navy
(Admiralty) and the Women’s Royal Naval Service.

In 1947, the Ministry of Works retained the building on a 21-
year lease. It was used as an Admiralty headquarters building,

housing the Second Sea Lord’s or Naval Personnel departments.

Queen Anne’s Mansions was finally demolished in 1973.

Some of the famous residents of the “Mansions” were composer,

Edward Elgar and the British Explorer, Harry Johnston whom
occupied a flat on the sixth floor. Johnston was best known for
his exploits in Africa, later writing 40 books regarding these
explorations.

BX 2411 did not change ownership and continued to be
maintained by Bentley works until, at least, the beginning
of February 1939.

Around this time is when the Bentley service records end due
to the outbreak of the Second World War.

Nine months into ownership the records show that the gearbox
of BX 2411 was overhauled. Early 1928 saw the Bentley back
in the workshops to have the new years modifications made.

The records show that the works undertaken in the twelve
years of recording the visits were standard service works such
as brakes being roughened up, clutch and flywheel relined.

The mileages were logged on these visits, for the period the
mileage covered each year was quite high. Over 18,000 miles
was recorded in January of 1930 but by October 1931 nearly
31,000 miles had been covered.

Over 81,000 miles had been driven by the last entry in the
works service records.

Che Queen Anne)..
WoP VO RESIDEN-HAL il al e
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Above, Body style as new
(as suggested by Clare Hay)
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Decomiper 3ro 1443 - 1450 o s X

Bentley Drivers Club Ltd.,
The Cabb,

Stoke Close,

Lieutenant Colonel J.R.G. Cowan.

. Cobham, Surrey,
Plateau Province, Nigeria, West Africa. @  1cprone: Covham (surmey) 2501
['he membership form for the Bentley Drivers Club f_l]iud in by [0, |4t 8 7%.G Cowan.
Cowan reads that the landaulette body was removed in 1947 e

/]4 [;O o 74 6_2 o Ntiezlafimfc'&.

Telophone No.

to be replaced with a kit-car body for usage in West Africa. of

degire to be elected a sul

DRIVERS CLUB LIN

ribing member of BENTLEY
Other owners listed during this period by Clare Hay in edition 2.0l paclew IS

£2 0s, 0d. in respect of the entrance fee and subscription

3 of Bentley “The Vintage Years™ are; L. Parsons, D, Lamant @ 9 1agre that i the cvent of my being elcted
3 . ) e F = u - my maximum liability will be to contribute, il required, a
Smith and Arthur T. Lindsey all three were based in South sum not exceeding (1 ta the assets of the Club o the eveht

g . = . - of it being wound up during the time | am a member or within
Africa but none were members of the Bentley Drivers Club. L one I e

one year thereafter and I hereby authorise you to insert my

name in the Register of Members of the Club and agree to

/ - be bound by its Memorandum and Articles of Association.
uly 24t 152 e

(Signed) NN ’

/ > 1.0,

Stephen T. R. Hemsted, based in Londiani, Kenya, noted the Nl
date on the back of a photograph stating that they fitted the
Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn mascot to the car. The registration
to the car at this time was KAB 701. Hemsted was a Bentley
lover as his membership form for the Bentley Drivers Club

For record purposes will you please fill in the following

shows ownership of a 4 ' litre Bentley from 1950. information :—
Litres ﬁ‘i. TN ' M L [?23_ < .

J&M [ %—1’% 14573 o

Engine No.

Registration No.

Thomas John Leonard of Entebbe, Uganda and Drumree, Wheelbase fect inches.
County Meath in Ireland registered ownership of BX 2411, Major diterations, additions, and in what classic events, i

any (LE MANS, T.T., etc.), has car been :—

Oregeand Lawdaulel lmﬂr vemoved
e M7 aud a 3 gealis coepé asud
bt sas dilled 74# wie we W AFRICH.
The registration at this time was UFE 290. It was reported that g ®
BX 2411 came under the control of the Ugandan Government.

His confirmation of the chassis and engine numbers show the
engine and chassis were still together although he does say
that he thinks the body was a recent build from Nairobi.

It would be greatly appreciated if Members would notify
the Secretary when they change their cars, giving details of
the new acquisition,

AUCUST

BENTLEY DRIVERS CLUB LIMITED %—‘—

To The Secretary, Li-Col. C. H, D. BERTHON,
Bentley Drivers Club Ltd,,

“Madges,” 70
y Long Crendon, g
H ~ Ayleshury, Bucks. !‘{
Teleyhone: Long Crendon 233,

| e I| P D
I-Hll]r.! '
{ dbes, |
Please inserr foll name and adidress in black letters
T 4 /
Telephone No

desire to be elected a subiseribing member of BENTLEY
DRIVERS CLUB LIMITED and enclose my cheque for
£2 v, in respect of the entrance fe
for 19,54 1 agree that in the event of my being elected

and subscription

my maximum liability will be 1o contribute, if required,
a sum not exceeding £1 1o the asséts of the Club in the
event of it being wound up during the time 1 am a
member or within one year thereafter and 1 hereby
authorise you to insert my name in the Register of
Members of the Club and agree to be bound by its
Memorandum and Article of Association.

. - ;
Dated A0 Soday of !:::} ....... 19‘.5{3-

(Signed)

For record purposes will you please Gll in the
following information ;-—

FIGFER |1y rs i Bobsrernsiession ikt T EAE NG S Sy

Body Type v

Chassis No. ...

Engine NO. ioiiiaiiinsiiianm st i einrsssdass i ionrsrsnnsa

Registration No. (‘:‘:‘g"‘:”(/“‘ P s th s inan
\ “ J

Whecllase ...... TEBY coibanvasnnavinnns inches

Major alterations, additions, and in what classic events,
if any (LE MANS, TT., etc.), has car been:—

It would be greatly appreciated if Members would
notify the Secretary when they change their cars,
giving details of the new acquisition, and notify their
changes of address,

= A
BENTLEY DRIVERS CLUB LIMITI

To The Secretary, Lt.-Col, C. H. D. BERTHON,
Bentley Drivers Clab Ltd., [
“Madges,"
Long Crendon, fz
Q P Aylesbury, Bucks.
Telephone: Leng Crendon 233

Ae) N THomAS oM
. Please inseri full name and address in block letters

of P UBLAC. . WORKS  DEPARTM
0. Box (D, ENTEBBE , UeANDA
P
[;m.m...._e&ﬁ.’.,._ﬂ&._ REE com
Telephone No. ENTESEE 685

lieing a present or past owner of a Dentley, degire |
elected a subseribing member of BENTLEY DRIV
CLUB LIMITED and enclose my cheque for £2 8
in respect of the entrance fee and anb:criptinn for |
I agree that in the event of my being elected my o
mum liability will be to contribute, if rcquiied. ot
not exceeding £1 to the assets of the Club in the ¢
of it being wound up during the time [ am a memb
. within one year thereafter and 1 hereby authorise
to insert my name in the Register of Members of
Cluly and agree to be boupd by its Memorapdim.
Article of Association,

Dated . £ty of

t_.' ;
(Signed) .F?’%ﬂ R e TAR T T e

1 declare 1 own, or have owned, the Bentle
which T give particulars below:

Litres ... 6:{ .+ Year U’M.‘fl
Rody Type ....aRerer

Chassls No, . 30 Bl

Engine No, .. Vo ) {L 1O

Registration No. 44298 %’jkﬂ‘f !

Wheelbase ....... S O &i........ inches

Signature jfa T e

Major alterations, additions, and in what classic ev,
it any (LE MANS, T.T,, etc.), has car heen -~

e &g’an-wﬁ . #e 4
c‘-’{um-k ,-Aﬁ. 7

It would be greatly appreciated if Memlitl_‘i W
notify the Secretary when they change their |
giving detaits of the new acquisition, and n{il’l!’y |
changes of aildress, i
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NI JOVER NOW 1o Uganda, where li murooned « 1927 {I-_!-Eill'u'. Our

roving reporter, Li. D, H, Day, RN, gs us this information by letter
______ and continues with:

“The car has not run for at least a year and is apparently without
[ELAND its water pump, Should this be of any interest, perhups to any members
y e living in central Afvica, 1 shall be very pleased 1w atend 1o any enguiries,
RS (For water  pumpinformation,  see po 21 of  Janoary  issue of  the
Py Review L. ;
3 “The ear is at Entebbe in Upganda, Any ¢ : +

53 i Y enquiries should please be
Ly addressed 10 Miss 1M, Day, 31 Goddard Avenue, Swindon, Wilts., us the

Admiralty decree that 1 shall be overseas shortly, ™
s i |
i Fhe registration nul||ht-|_._‘.|m\5-..i-. o be UFE290 and the chassis is
o believed to be one of the 1927 BX series, Anyone interested?

which | give particulars below:
LS venrores Bt i radend YRR o N AR S
Body Type . (—r«m e
Chinssis No oA H ol B i
Engine Nu. ...,
Hegistration Ne
Wheeltase i . inchies
{ Signature,.. 5 )(
Major alterations, additions, and in what ¢
if any (LE MANS, T.T, etc.), has car been—

4
Fecemmer 1Ml

BENTLEY DRIVERS CLUB LIMITED

To the Secretary, Le-Col, C. H. D. BERTHON,
Hentley T 5 Cluls Litd.,
gu High Street,
ﬂ * Long Crendon,
Avleshury, Bucks
Leng Crendon 233

{ Miss)
I (Mr) e E
[ Mrs) Mame s RN

Fr19-4
o

or past owner of o Bentley, desire 1o be
el a subscribing member of BENTLEY DRIVERS
CLUR LIMITED and enclose my cheque for £330
2140 in respect of the enirance fee anid
i for 1962, 1 agree that in the event of my
liging 1 my maximum Hability will be to contrd
lrte, §f required, o sum not exceeding €1 to the assets
of the Cluly in the event of it being wound up during the
time 1 am o member or within one year thereaftor aiid
1 herehy autharise you (o insert my name in the Regisier
of Members of the Clab and agree o e bound By i
Memorandum and Articles of Association

I declare 1 own, orheve—swned the Hentley of

v YF2I8L [ BX A4 N BX 2410
YEAR ffl? Yl i R i

Decomioer 1464

BODY

David T. Gaul Esq.

ownmwve I T GALL. 12/L9 (Pﬂsnyﬂ ) Ladysmith, Natal, South Africa.

BX 2411 was mentioned in the April 1961 BDC Review

magazine and photographed in 1967 in a derelict state and

GAUL, D.T. e SARAHIEH , e skiing
' e :,.;1:...{[.«.”,.'::::., ni without coachwork. David Gaul purchased the car in this
David Gaul, Esq P kewrn | > | oo condition in December of 1969, reportedly for £5 as scrap.
4 i e “;-:Lt.“ ! | il7e | % - . i . i 3
o Ml o 56 |5 |; ! Reportedly the rebuild of the car did not begin until 1989
2 AL TELY s 5 & . .
! gﬁﬁ%ﬁ'ni’i}‘c’s i | =il when BX 2411 underwent a complete mechanical rebuild
b - as well as receiving a Park Ward sports coupé body removed
Knelysmirh 25300 : ; 2 ’
from chassis LB 2348.
‘ | | As a member of the Bentley Driver Club, Gaul was also
Lt T ) . < _
— — D TS BT registered as owning two other early Bentleys a 1926
YEAR i SIGNED - . = ot LIy dn
e o e 7 e 3 litre bought in 1961 and a 1924 3 - 4 4 litre joined the
fa92 Vv | a0fzfra AR stable 1n 1975.
9% i |fh{!sz YIS
Tel. South Brent 2201 & 0y
GAUL, D.T. Ruthven, P,0.Box 4, Eland Slaagts, 3 AH 14B9 (MK 9376)
Natal, 2900, South Africa. 3/4 T95 (MB 7069)
Tel, Elandslaagte 603 64 BX 2411 (YF 2186)
GEDGE, Mrs. M,.E. 10 Lady Woottons Oreen, Canterbury, 33 HCR 618
Kent, CT1 ING MkVIU} NEA 750

I ' T

The car in which Jack Barclay
woe the 500 mile race ot Brooklands in 1929




Hainpshire RG26 SSW England ()0734-814379 ”
(0)

The Hall Long Stration Norfolk NR15 2RN AH 1483 MK 9376

3
England (1)0508:31320 (0) 4.5 795 MB 7069
5 BX 2411 YF2186

Fazantenkamp 45 Maamssen 3607 C
ll'-d. .. N ACWAALE TIART

(This page, opposite) BX2411 as rebuilt by David Gaul with Park Ward coupé conchwork from chassis LB2348,
as offered by Porters of Kensington circa 1990, The underbonnet photographs show ML GR6 magnetos and a
Smith 50 BVS carburettor, correct for a Standard Six.

1941

With BX 2411 back in England, on March 16th 1991 the car

was offered at auction by Sotherbys but did not sell.

1991

Casper Scharrighuisen from South Africa was the next

custodian of BX 2411. He bought it from Gaul and requested
Speed Six modifications to be made as well as the addition of
a Le Mans Replica body with the work completed by Stanley

Mann. The car once again was returned to South Africa.

Records show that Scharrighuisen became a member of the
Bentley Drivers Club in 1990. By the time the 1997 members
listing was published Scharrighuisen had ten Bentleys, 9 pre-

war, listed in his name.

If this is the same Casper Scharrighuisen as Former Managing
Director of Sentula Mining Ltd, by July 2011, due to fraud,
he had civil judgments totalling R393-million against the

insolvent estate in the family name.

2002

By 2003 BX 2411 was listed as being owned by another
Bentley Drivers Club member Mr. Gilbert S. Goodchild of East

Sussex, England, a member since 1999 also owning a 3 litre.

2006

Casper Scharrighuisen was once again listed as owning BX
2411, back in South Africa, his new membership form showed

he was now a company director of Sylco Plant Hire.

Se

K6 1927 Bentley 6% Litre Fixed Head Sportsman's Coupé

Copchwork by Park Ward
Registeation No, YF 2186
Chitssis N B 1l
Engine No. BX 2410

ilicarion: six cylinder in lis rer-cooled monobloc, overhead valves, bore
. stroke 140mm, capacil U7cc. Four valves per eyl inghe plate
cluteh. Four speed manual gearbox, right band gate change, Shalt drive o live
vear axle, semi-elliptic leal spring suspension front and rear. Wheellage 120
Bhiin,

W, 00, Bentley began work on the new G4 5
apparent that increasing the power of th
problems being encountered by the popularity of
Company was always under commercial press
prevented long development periods, The resultant production models were
nonetheless reliatle and successiul i doubt to the geniis of W, 0L Bentbey
himsel s the brilliant design team which he assembled.

e wais tested en-route o and from Le Minsin 1924
New Phantom protory pe, alse on test, The
it wats Tolbowhing this meeting that the

The first experimental 61 li

Clhassis No, WX 2411 has led o most interesting life. Fied originally with a
Landauteite body by Offord and Harrison, the e 1907 el
1939 by Mrs Henry Bull, during whi
recorded as having been sold in 1950 Mr L ans, who ook i e Kenyi
where an open body was built, In 1058 it changed hands again and the coachwork
wiss replaced with another touring body,

In 1956 the car was bought by My, T Leonard of Entebbe, Ugganel after which
it come under the contral of the Ugandan Goyernment, lacking coachwotk and
in a derelict state, The present owner, a qualified enginicer, puarchased the car
in 1069, and Ml rebuild was begun in 1989, Work undertaken inchided
complete mechanical rebuild and die fitting of the most aliractive spoTts con e
coachwork by Park Ward now on the car. The coachwork, removed from chisssis
pumber LB2318, a similar 64 litre, is confirmed by Michacl Hay as being Hody
No, ! anl eorrect in all aspects for that car.

e owner has described the restoration as covering all mechanical and other
aspects of the vehicle, begginming with a chiassis frame, and including a bere metil
respray to coachwork in Brewster green and black, New carpets have been funed
and the green leather upholstery replaced where required. New headlining was
also fitted, All identification numbers match except the steering column which
s drom another car, and Swansea Va doe d Mo’ ifi provided
The speedometer and rev, counter drives are not fined. This really impressive
example of Bentley's top 19205 wodel will prove stimubaing and exciting 1o
drive, itheal for fast Continental touring and rally work.

E220,00- 250,04

5 RAST Awncens, /6 HHar LEES




CLEAR
QUERY

BENTLEY DRIVERS CLUB LIMITED

To the Secretary,
Bentley Drivers Club, Ltd.,
W.0. Bentley Memorial Building,
16 Chearsley Road,
Long Crendon,
Aylesbury, Bucks. HPI8 9AW,
Telephone: 0844-208231,

(Mr.) Surname
t) e
Title/Rank

Please insert full name and address in block letters

Telephone No. ...... (@ o Bl
Trade or Profession Miioeg:

desire to be clected a subscribing member of the BENTLEY
DRIVERS CLUB LIMITED and enclose my remittance for £62
(Overseas £59 or £53 if Club Notes and Advertiser are not
required) in respect of the entrance fee and subscription for 1990,
I agree that in the event of my being elected my maximum liability
will be to contribute if required, a sum not ding £1 to the
assets of the Club in the event of it being wound up during the
time I am & member or within one year thereafter and I hereby
suthorise you to insert my name in the Register of Members of
the Club and agree to be bound by its Memorandum and Articles
of Association.

Dated o] D, day of o NIRTEMR 111990

(Signed) C ......

®10)

*1 k o4 Bl it L A
nEve—Tmot-owned-n Trtey=ard—wir—t i

"Lclown,.'hnw-mnod the Bentley(s) of which 1 give particulars
ow:—
*delete whichever is inapplicable.

Model MKE

“X" for exclusion

from Members List...........
UK REp: Now it it iaiv Reg. No. in use? YES/NO
Chassis Number [3':3:3.C.-- Engine Number .............o.....

Type of Body SR SRREL.  Conchbuilder 1vvvovumrrinsonn

Additional information for Vintage Bentleys only:
Steering Box No, .............co. Gear Box No. ....o.oovviiisininn
Front Axle No, ...cooooniiinnan

Rear Axle No, .........

“X" for exclusion

MOAEL i viusnsvesnsosrississimaringg from Members List...........
UK Reg. No. ........ooccoeeiee. . Reg. No, in use? YES/NO

Chassis Number ........cooveees Engine Number ................. o
Type of Body .......cooovvivniies Conchbuilder: oo

Additional information for Vintage Bentleys only:
Steering Box No, .oovenne Gear Box NO, oo

Rear Axle NO, ...oooiviiiiniinns Front Axle No. .......oveniines
Additional cars overleaf/separate sheet.

1 have previously owned the following Bentley(s):—
Year Litres Model U.K. Reg. No,

T Dl mapasle el s
U i: ;'i S L) L B2yl

' hoir 1 il 6;‘#%
' 7{;‘ C'.&Zu{;&a«« in At s H°

OWNER: CAS SCHARRIGHUISEN
LADYSMITH, NATALS

1927 6.5 litre

38 Reg. No. YF 2186
Engine No. BX 2410
Chassis No. BX 2411
I was originally bodied as a landaulette by Offord and
Sons and Harrison and Co. and weighed 2 tons 7 ewt 3
qrs! First owner was Mrs. Henry Bull of London until
1939, No records exist from 1939 to 1952, A Mr. Parsons
took the car to Kenya in 1952 and then in 1953 it wenl 1o
another owner in Londiard, Kenya. Then the car again
changed hands and went to Entebbe in 1958 after the
owner could not sell it. David Gaul, then of Kenya, found
the derelict car (still in Entebbe) in 1969 and brought it in
crafes lo Kenya, thence to England, then to Zimbabwe, to
South Africa and then to England again in 1986, He then
rebuilt it, Cas purchased the car in 1992 from David, He
asked David to fit a Le Mans replica body and upgrade 1o

Speed Six specifications,



Goodchild,
Gilbert §
Mr

15093

6 Orchard Way, Sedlescombe,
East Sussex, TN33 0RD, England,
(H)01424 870883, (FH)01424 870883

. Unit 4426, Greenways Golf Estate, 4%

—
PN 1662 TX 3227

Strand, 7140, South Africa, (H)27 6% YF 2186 BX 2411
21854 3228, (0)27 21 845 4494,

(FH)27 21 B53 1314, (FO)27 21 845

4598, sylco@iafrica.com

e Q L LEDUIND e
Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists

Supported by FRAN

A tradition of excellence

K DALE & STEPSONS

-~

Arankdale.com

- BENTLEY DRIVERS CLUB LTD, m

16 Choarsley Road, Long Crenden, Aylesbury, Bucks, HPIB JAW.

Telophone: +4400) 1844 205233 Fax; + 44(0) 1844 208923
ebaite. mw bdclorg Email

| dinfo@bdcl.ong

MEMBERSHIF APFLICATION FORM
VALID FOR THE YEAR 2006 ONLY

&hurrluhu‘ P B =

Farerarmes./Naton Ksown by

Tite/Rark __\}

Addics 1o which oevespanderce shild bw s L.lr‘i’g_l}-l-\—z.(:

j_f%ankys Golf_Eglake, _SL_ccrﬁJ .

CoopeF

SouTiH AFRICA.

B TR

ks G

Tebrpheris Mumbertl (Homatt. 217117 ﬁ-‘:"i&lumqn + 1120 BYS 4494
Faxphumbedy omert 217 2= FDBN DY o £ 1311 -SHS 4SGE

i adiren_SY lco@icifricu, com

u((upmmmq

wmun.m.a it
y pemitince in respect of th

Qiﬂ‘ltﬂ' N.,...,um.__&‘ﬂ‘ ’3
;Zm_m__ehbtr . Membe of the Bestey Drivers Clob Lt (80C1)

Ihnllllrhmui ute, if required, nmmm(lwm.mm{w!mlhmmdhwm

mmm.mwmuwu:wm boum‘lby the bemarandi=n ssad Articles of Asenciation ol the.

1 feopy avadlable on reqoesi) dsed (1) 1 | by spares from the

Club Spares Schomes Limiled, i

Beriley Divens:
.mpllh(udllhm ol gale ferapy wverlable on pequest) and (3} o the Activiries staied in the Dals Pratection Pelicy

bt 25 gy SEplemby
-
’
Ferls)*™ dum on application:-
Clans of Memibership Erbry Fee  Annal
Full Member 05 m‘w
Young Full Member Nil £
Astociate ay o
Yerung Assoclbs Nil ()
Fumily Nl m
Tunlos o
Mantulling Nl

* Entry Feed arr not paystle b,.' ‘nuuw_

BENTLEYS CURRENTLY/F Y (defote as appropHatel IN YOUR
OWNERSHIP
FULST WERNTLEY
B 24u o _[12F 65 L B&urimy

Chassis No.

AR (i

o MR 32327

Typt of ey = Cochbuikder

SECOND BENTLEY
chamtia. 0 822} pid . [F28 19 (__Ermrtsf
e No LR ] . Owerveay Reg. No. et |

Type of Bady

 Coschbullder

s hwn Bentleys

pai

2010

By 2012 the Bentley Drivers Club records show BX 2411
residing in Africa with Craig A. Davis of Pebble Beach,
California.

In an email correspondence Mr. Davis wrote, 1 originally
purchased the car from Neil Davies in 2010. Neil substantially
rebuilt the engine and installed a new D gearbox during my
ownership. Any other area of the car that was of concern was
also addressed and corrected as necessary. The electric power

steering was installed for me while I had the car in Switzerland.

My wife and I used the car for the Tour of Britain by the BDC
a few years ago and we participated in the WO Bentley Tour
in South Africa in 2015 with the car. We also used it for a tour
in France during this period. The car performed beautifully in
all of the events.

2019

BX 2411 was ready to change hands again it was for sale

with Gregor Fisken and The Classic Motor Hub.

Mr. Anthony Thompson bought BX 2411 knowing that he had
a special project in mind, his vision was to save a saloon body
(originally from chassis BR 2365), and create a one off period
vehicle that was brave and different. The body had already lost
it’s boat tail allowing the freedom to re-imagine the rear end.
Nothing on the car was to be a replica, therefore using only in
period and original parts the brief was set.

Describing David Ayre as maybe the only other person crazy
and stubborn enough to take on the project, works began.

2011
Tour of Britain

2014, May 6th
California Mille

2015, October 10th
Tour of South Africa

Fiskens Fine Historic Automobiles sales write up.

This matching numbers 6% litre has a wonderful story to tell.
Found dilapidated in a government yard in Africa in the sixties,
the Bentley started its life in style being sold through London
Bentley agent, Jack Withers, to a Mrs Henry Bull of South
Kensington. The Bull family were, it seems, very familiar with
the Bentley marque, with Major P.C. Bull, resident at the same
address, owning five Bentleys between 1926 and 1936.

Built as a 1927 Model Standard Six on the 12°6” wheelbase
chassis with Standard Model specification engine number
BX2410 and with the BS gearbox, BX2411 benefited from

a free of charge update to 1928 specification by the works,

as noted in the service record that accompanies the Bentley.
This is due to the fact that Bentley rushed the 6/ litre into
production for financial reasons and committed to retrospectively
update all the early models.

Unusually, BX2411 still has its original rod system

to the brakes with no servo. The suspension is by replica
Hartford friction units and electrical equipment is by Smiths.
The works sent the completed chassis to Harrisons for a body
frame and then to Offord for skinning.
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t the Bentley was cherished during this period,

uous service record through to 1939 and no change
ywded. A steady stream of maintenance work is

ng carburettor and magneto adjusting.

isual gap i the services records over the Second
ollowed by an advert in MotorSport in June 1948,
3entley for sale. By this point BX2411 was owned
an who had fitted the Bentley with a special load

v. The Bentley is thought to have been sold to a new
th Africa at this juncture, reputed to be a Mr D.

h. The Bentley passed between several owners in
od that saw several different open four seater bodies
ritish behemoth.

2411 was in Entebbe, Uganda, owned by a T J.

as first discovered there by Bentley and ERA man,
who mentioned it in the BDC Review in April 1961
not run for at least a year and is apparently without
p’. We believe that at this point the Bentley was
trol of the Ugandan government.

s a wonderful story, written up in full in the
tory file, documenting how the Bentley’s next
| Gaul, acquired BX2411in December 1969.
ald Day’s piece in the BDC Review he had
ntebbe and tracked the Bentley down by asking

in a local shop. The gentleman behind the counter
ng in the Bentley as a child, as it had been parked
n the site of a previous hostel.

that the Ugandan army had taken the hostel on
> and everything had been cleared away to a nearby
» Department yard. Gaul visited this yard and found
1 the yard’s scrap heap.

uch was the neglect to BX2411 that a small fig tree,
all, was growing out of the lagging of the first
Permission had to be granted to buy government
the Bentley was eventually acquired for the local

d scrap. Gaul arranged for a local driver to take the
Entebbe to the Ugandan Company’s workshops

1, there to be stored until it was sent to him in

a big uprising in Kampasa, the Bentley finally

nya in March 1970.

BX2411 resided with Gaul for many years in pieces, shipped
between Kenya, England, Zimbabwe and South Africa before
finally returning to the UK in 1986. Gaul comprehensively
rebuilt BX2411 and fitted 1t with a Park Ward drophead coupé
body removed from chassis LB2348. In 1992 he sold it

to Cas Scharrighuisen. Subsequently the Bentley has been
passed between a small handful of owners who have enjoyed
her on the road and maintained her to a very high standard.

A truly rare opportunity to acquire a genuine, ‘matching
numbers’ 6% litre Bentley, this twenties siren is just waiting

to be enjoyed. An ideal companion for all the best international
rallies and concours, along with the prestigious Goodwood
events, its new owner will find themselves in very good
company indeed.




Above, the original boat tail saloon body.
[eft, post use as a pick up truck,

} as purchased for this visionary project.

\

'l

1 | B o e

ST

3¢ likes
davidayrecars #davidayrecars #f3entley #itarrisonbody i
#lentleyb! /2 QY

View cll 2 commendts 82 [ikes
. ' davidayrecars fidavidayrecars #tvintagebentley #61/2bentley
#therrisonbody
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davidayrecars fzentley 61 /2 having an original ffarrison

co Hpe bOO(-y ﬁtted— davidayrecars An original Harrison 61/2 [fentley body
being reunited with an original 61/2 , just left for the

coach builder
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898 I thaynon We started working on the Harrison ffody today,
gently peeling back it's secrets and measuring everything to
within 1 /16 of aninch of its life. I was given the passenger
door to start on ;) #tbentley #trestoration #cars
ftvintagebentley ftscloon
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6 likes

898 [thaynon I'm of ficially excited. We found this Cambridge
Thermometer for the fentley Project dashboard. We only
want to use original proper special things. And this meets the
criteria. I love it. #tbentley ftdashboard #tproject #vintage
#recl #tdrivetastefully
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17 likes

¥98 Ithaynon So plecsed with the Bentley Project. Near side

door coming on nicely. What's great is that we have been able
to rescue so much of the original wood, We took the body of f
the car again today, to have another good look at the roof

details, Lots to do here, I love the door winding mechanism.
Over 90 years old and with « good clean and o bit of grease

it's all good again! ftbentleyproject #tharrisonbody fvintage
fcraft fiwoodwork #progress
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A ‘snuggledog’ is a piece of wood
grafted on to make it the correct size
or shape it was meant to be. Basically,
‘clanger rectification’

Restoring a frame can take longer than
building a new one as a restoration

uses the same techniques in the joints
etc. as the original frame builder used.







As the Coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) becomes a worldwide

pandemic small individual business

can continue working.
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898 I thaynon fsentley Project still moving forward. The
original Harrison Body is beginning to regain its composure :)
I can't wait to see it in the flesh in the next few weeks.

classicprojectshop Oh, WOW. Thank is going to be splendid.

898 I thaynon @classicprojectshop I agree. It is slowly
but surely coming back together really well




14 likes

898 I thaynon There's so many things I [ike about the entley
project, and one of them is the puzzle of putting original bits
of the dashboard jigsaw back together, The vision has been to
use only original bits and replace any reproduction things
wherever possible, There was o lot of the dash that wes §0's
reproduction. Not now. Stuff heas come from cll over; efsay,
Amazon, prewarcars, David's shelves, and recently Grahom
Moss has been brilliant in helping with one or two things. ftere
is & selection of the stuff we've collected so far. My favourites
are the oil pressure gauge and the clock :)) Weird? I know, but
I'm excited so what the hell.....
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We have been able to source original Andre Hartford
Telecontrol Shock Absorbers sourced from Bentley, XT 3636,
which was the second last 4.5 litre heavy crank chassis made.
They were removed from the car almost 40 years ago when

a new owner removed the original body and made it into a Le
Mans Rep. I love the circular story of the shocks waiting to go
back into a ‘proper car’ that is being returned to a saloon
with an original Harrison saloon body (after having its Le
Mans Rep body removed!!) The seller of XT 3636 almost 40
vears ago was Olle Ljungstrom who, when he learnt that the
shocks were being removed took them back and stored them
for all that time in

a heated garage. Fate has intervened and they

will now be on this car forever.

David and Graham Moss said that it was very unlikely that we

would be able to source a rigid Bentley steering wheel and
that if we did, it would be ridiculously expensive. I have
picked up a habit of ending every email and message about
this car with the question ‘vou don’t happen to know

where I might find a rigid steering wheel by any chance?’ |
started posting pictures of the restoration on Instagram and
after a couple of unconnected messages with one of ny
followers

[ asked my favourite question. It turned out that

he was sorting through his late fathers things and had come
GCHOSR wuvsans a rigid steering wheel from

a racing 3 litre Bentley special from the 30s? 40s, all safely
stored in bubble wrap. It is almost as if the car is 'finding
itself’. I made an offer and the owner refused to take what 1
offered - “it's too much, he said, and it is going to a good
home”

So a deal was done on a lower price and it is now in the car.

Anthony Thompson 2021

6 likes
B98I thaynon [




Rear end. researcn

This project has been the most challenging and so far,
rewarding project I have been involved with.

I have owned many vintage and classic cars over the years,
and many saloons. I have thought for some time that saloon
cars have been underrated within the vintage world in
particular, but I do understand the frustrations with lack of
speed and in many cases the poor design aesthetic.

Basically you have a limousine type car (which is usually
boring) or a slow ugly saloon (which is always boring).

I have also felt for years that within the Bentley world, there
has been too much emphasis on Le Mans style open tourers
and frankly, on the 3/4 %2 5.3 formula. This is not to say

that I do not approve, I just think that it now lacks some
imagination and courage. And since the 60s it has also killed
off too many gorgeous Bentley saloons.

For a long time I wondered what it would be like to restore
a saloon. 1 have also loved the idea of a 6 2 or 8 litre Bentley
and didn’t want to follow the crowd into the 4 /2 world.

Then I saw the body from Chassis BR 2365 languishing as a
prop in William Medcalfs showroom and later at David
Avre’s place.

As I looked at the body I wondered what the art of the
possible might be to restore the body, but enhance its beauty.
It was a unique prospect because by then the boat tail (ugly)
element of the body had been destroyed - so it was perfectly
reasonable to re-imagine the main coupé shape with a
different back end.

There are of course precedents to 2 door coupé beautifully
shaped big Bentleys such as the Blue Train, but I kept
wondering what would happen if at the time someone had
asked for this body without the boat tail, and what if someone
had wanted to make it special and different at the time without
it being a limousine or a Le Mans type car?

Maybe W.O. himself might have been prepared

to countenance a fast 2 door coupé saloon if money had been
in greater supply? And if so what might it look like?

Whilst I was thinking this independently so was David, and we
shared a similar vision from day 1| of the project.

Then I learned about Chassis BX 2411. 1 have counted it has
enjoved five bodies already in its life and when we finish it

will have a sixth life. Given that a matching numbers car had
little matching other than the chassis and engine it seemed a

fabulous opportunity.

What we will have is a car made up of thousands of pieces,
but one central story. We are uncompromisingly bringing

a saloon body back to life, but the new life that it has always
deserved. Not as a clunky slightly dull 6 2 litre boat tail,

but a dramatic, confident, fast car that everyone will
recognise as an ‘original’ and unique car. This is the car that
should have been built. It isn’t a replica or even a special in
my opinion. But in fact, a car that *might have been’ and
perhaps ‘should have been.’

Anthony Thompson 2021
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[t"s decision time for wings, scuttle

details and the rear storage box.

Experience and research come
together...
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Whether it is the autovac, fuse boxes,
wiper gear boxes, the dynamo, original
battery box, br trunk metalwork.
Every single instrument on the
dashboard is real. All ¢ of it.
No reproductions.

hing new or fake.

We have been uncompromising.

And it feels right.

Anthony Thompson 2021




About the trunk, David and I have both spent hours and hours talking about shape, function, locks, clips, branding,
colour, fabric, evervthing. I finally bought an original Brooks trunk from the 1920°s which is broken and worn,

just to rebuild its soul on this new trunk by using all the original metal work from it to recreate the right details.

Because, from looking at literally hundreds of trunks, this one has the right details.

Anthony Thompson 2021




When [ visited David recently he had made a floor out

of one new piece of wood.

[ have tried really hard to only use original pieces on
this car but of course, the floor will be under a carpet.
No one will see it except David and I when the car is
serviced. But so what. If we can do something that is
more authentic, more real, we should.

So we made a decision to change this detail. The wood
we sourced is now like many pieces on this car.

It has an interesting story. The planks were cut and
laid in a building in the 1920's, when this car was
being built. My brothers shop is an old Coop building
in the North-West of England, and he is converting

the upstairs of the building into apartments.

The wood in question is original bead and butt; these
davs the method used to join pieces together is more
often tongue and groove because it is easier and less
labour intensive. It was cut in very long strips and
used to line the walls of the stockroom.

I have advised him to leave as much of it on the walls
as possible, but the wood he supplied me was from

a shelving unit in the store room in question and has
aged accordingly.

I love the fact that this wood has been ‘hiding in plain
sight’.for many vears and that gave us the best excuse
ever to use original fastenings to hold the wood to

the chassis. These fastenings are so rare it gave me

a real kick to see them being beautifully positioned
into the wood.:

Anthony Thompson 2021

With all the parts sourced it is time to
dismantle everything before finishings
and final assembly.
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“The messy stage.”
Sean Watson




This isn't all about the big bits. I would prefer everything to be an
original piece if possible. One of my favourite items is a bracket that
Olle didn’t have when he sent all the bits of the Andre Hartford

pieces across.

Just before I bought the pieces from Olle, I managed to buy an
original Andre Telecontrol Dash Unit. A bracket we could have
made, but we have an original one.

My feelings about most things have been changing and challenged
over the last yvear or so since I had my stroke. The Bentley has got
wrapped up in all of this. I admire Davids immense engineering
skills and his extraordinary talent and eve for detail. I too, love the
detail and love design. And so it was one of those projects that was
probably only going to work if two people like David and I decided
to go for it. We have been aligned on the detail from the start and
we have learnt from each other along the way. I think David has
been surprised how much detail I have gone into in terms of things
like the floorboards, the dash, the interior, the shape of the rear end
body and trunk and so on. In turn I have been gobsmacked with his
attention to detail on the engineering.

[ am in awe. And I love it.

It has over run in time and budget and it seems to have no end.
I suppose it was always going to be like this given that we have
been uncompromising and I have added to the brief at times.

It is what it is.

So..... I am excited for it to be over, excited 1o be able to drive it,
unsure how I will approach it once it is up and running. It could

be a car for life. It could be sold and on to the next project.

Anthony Thompson 2021
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Whilst Anthony takes on and successfully completes
one of his biggest personal physical challenges -

a Lands End to John O Groats bike ride of 1005 miles
to raise money for charity, many elements of BX 2411

are starting to come together,
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516 views * Liked by bentley_simon_

davidayrecars 61 /2 ffentley Harrison coupe , now
starting to take shape , Detail fitting and then off to to
trimmed #bigsix #tbighentley

#61 /2bentleyft&litrebentley #vintagebentley #saloon
#saloonbentleyfitotallrestoration restorationftharrison
#tharrisonoachworkftorginalftorginacoachworkfinewpel
ntftoverwallopcoachworks#oldcarftbentleycars
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BX 2411 was delivered to the R.C. Moss

workshops for the upholstery work.

The company strives for originality whilst

working on some of the most exciting projects.
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